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Utility of a comprehensive developmental screening method for
mentally disabled persons
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Abstract @ This study aimed to clarify the utility of a comprehensive developmental screening method for
mentally disabled persons involving subjects whose IQ can or cannot be measured.

The subjects were 42 mentally disabled persons hospitalized in a psychiatric hospital, and their
developmental stages were assessed physiologically using a sensory integration evaluation method and a
brief version of the life attitude evaluation scale. Based on Piaget’s and Erikson’s stages of development,
the subjects were assessed to clarify their cognitive status. Subsequently, their stages of development were
compared with their IQ levels.

The results of comparison showed that the stages of development of the mentally disabled persons
almost matched their IQ levels among school-age children with mental retardation in developmental stages.
The results also showed a correlation between the 1Q test for mentally disabled persons and physiological
developmental screening using a sensory integration evaluation method and a brief version of the life
attitude evaluation scale, suggesting that the brief version of the life attitude evaluation scale was useful as a

comprehensive developmental screening method for mentally disabled persons.
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