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To Build Better Neighborhoods: “Visitability” Originated from
Collaboration in Home-Building Advocacy for the Poor

R

Abstract:This report is the first introduction of visitability to Japan. Sometimes called basic home
access and inclusive home design, the visitability movement promotes meaningful policy changes
to require several essential features in every new home: 1) a zero-step entrance; 2) interior doors,
including bathrooms, with at least 32 inches of clear passage space; and 3) at least a half bath,
preferably a full bath, on the main floor. Visitability was originally proposed as concrete change by
Eleanor Smith in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1987. Since then, the visitability movement has had significant
impacts on home construction policy in North America, especially in the United States and Canada.
As a recent success of visitability, two cities recently passed ordinances requiring basic access
features in all new houses: Vancouver, British Colombia, in 2013, and Austin, Texas, in 2014. The
author also discusses the fundamental significance and contemporary importance of visitability,

which originated from collaborative efforts supporting popular home-building advocacy for the poor.
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